
 

 

December 15, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All Commissioners were 
present.     
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted she had minutes 
from the November 17th meeting and December 8th meetings for approval.  A/T Hanson also noted that she had the 2022 
Election Security Grant (Phase 2) Agreement for approval.  A/T Hanson also noted that Lori Thronson of the NC SWCD 
would not be in today due to weather, and would reschedule in January.  David Stene, CFO, would be down regarding the 
Human Resources and custodial position.  A/T Hanson also noted she had added Beaver Bounty to the Road & Bridge 
portion of the agenda, and also had a Liquor License for approval for the County Road 38 Bar & Grill.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.   Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson brought forward the November 17th board minutes for approval.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the minutes of the November 17th board meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then brought forward the December 8th board minutes for approval.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve the minutes of the December 8th board meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought information forward regarding the 2022 Election Security Grant (Phase 2) Agreement, noting the 
county has been awarded $4,286.94 for federal and state purposes with an expiration date of March 23, 2027, or until all 
funds have been expended.  Commissioner Bommersbach moved to approve the 2022 Election Security Grant (Phase 2) 
Agreement.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 
electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted: 
 
Revenue – $46,772.31   R & B -- $33,146.53   Building -- $21,571.65 
 
Public Health -- $18,858.82  Solid Waste -- $25,771.06   Airport Authority -- $2,791.52 
 
TOTAL -- $148,911.89   Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:12 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board with his updates.  Mr. Johanson noted 
that he will be on KRJB radio on Friday morning, with a 2022 wrap-up of all duties.   Mr. Johanson also noted that the state 
of Minnesota is looking for voluntary PFAS testing.  He noted that all 87 counties are saying no to the voluntary testing and 
are looking for increased Emergency Management Funding.  Mr. Johanson advised the board that he would be speaking at 
the January 9, 2023, Minnesota Rural Counties (MRC) meeting to address emergency management funding as well as solid 
waste concerns.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that MRC has a new Executive Director as Dan Larson has moved on, 
and they have hired a new firm that is associated with Capitol Hill Association, for lobbying purposes.  Mr. Johanson also 
noted that there may be a possible meeting on December 21st with solid waste managers and commissioners.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then brought forward the liquor license renewal application from County Highway 38 Bar & Grill, 
operated by Renne Nysetvold.  A/T Hanson noted that Flom Township had approved the license, as well as the Norman 
County Sheriff signing off on the application as well as the County Attorney.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the liquor license for County Road 38 Bar and Grill.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.    
 



 

 

Garry Johanson, ESO, returned to the meeting with a note from Lori Thronson, Director, NC SWCD, stating the buffer 
program is compliant, and requesting $30,000 in continued funding in 2023 to continue with the buffer compliance work.   
 
At 9:36 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board noting the Staffing Committee had interviewed another candidate for 
the custodial position.  Dan Janssen, was interviewed and has accepted the position, and is available to start Monday, 
December 19th, at a rate of $20 per hour, with a $1 increase per hour upon receiving his boiler license.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the recommendation of the Staffing Committee to hire Dan Janssen of Ada for the 
custodial position.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was that David Stene, CFO, has been taking on HR duties, and has met with the Staffing 
Committee and they have agreed upon additional salary for Mr. Stene in the amount of $450 per month retroactive to 
August 2022, to continue until the HR position is filled.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve additional salary for 
David Stene in the amount of $450/month retroactive to August 2022, to perform HR duties until the HR position is filled.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Stene presented discussion on Human Resources ad that he had put together.  Changes were suggested by 
commissioners and they asked that it get advertised as well as put on the county website.   
 
Chairman Gunderson called for a short break until 10:00 a.m. 
 
At 10:00 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, addressed the board with the R & B agenda, 
beginning with discussion on the Beaver Control Form.  Noting that he has contacted individuals who are registered 
trappers with the county, to trap beaver in areas that he has noted have issues, and then has had problems with getting the 
paperwork approved due to the lack of proper signatures on the forms.  After much discussion on the current beaver 
control policy, it was decided that Mr. Ramstad would be given the authority to sign off on the Beaver Control Form with a 
change to the form to add a signatory for the Superintendent of County Infrastructure, along with the County 
Commissioner, or Conservation Officer.  Mr. Ramstad will also be required to receive the beaver tails as do the County 
Commissioners before signing off on the Control Claim Form.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve a 
change to the Beaver Control Claim Form to add Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, as an authorized 
signature.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Ramstad, also noted that he was pulling the snowplows off the roads as they were unable to keep up with the snowfall 
and visibility was decreasing.   
 
At 10:17 a.m. David Stene, CFO, along with Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, updated the board on applicants for the dispatch 
position.  Chief Deputy Fall also requested to carryover 120 hours of vacation into 2023, due to staffing shortages, etc that 
precluded him from being able to use the vacation.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow Chief Deputy Fall 
to carryover 120 hours of vacation into 2023.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward by CFO Stene, was discussion on setting the certified 2023 levy and the 2023 budget.  After 
much discussion, and indecision, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the 2023 levy at 3.75%, down from the 
proposed levy increase of 4%.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on calling for the question, there were three 
yeas coming from Commissioners Jacobson, Gunderson and Hall and two nays from Commissioners Bommersbach and 
Redland.  The levy was set at an increase of 3.75% for 2023.    
 
Chairman Gunderson then brought the matter of closing the courthouse before the board, and after some discussion, a 
decision to close the courthouse at noon was made.   
 
The next board meeting would be at 9:00 a.m. on December 28th to pay year-end bills.  Seeing there was nothing more 
before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 10:42 a.m.   
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


